34     AWAKENING OF A CONTINENT

continent of Asia we must be impressed by the
mighty fact that the Orient is awakening. Do
we not hear the call of the East ? Do we not
feel the magnetic attraction of its ancient
civilizations that so long enriched the world, of
its wealth of material for the study of com-
parative religions, and of Oriental philosophies ?
Do we not feel the compulsion of its colossal
numbers, of the dynamic forces now sweeping
through its life, and the strategic importance of
these changing and advancing lands in the
world-strategy of our day ? Above all, do we
not feel a sympathetic response to the marvellous
openness of mind exhibited by the modern
students of the entire East ?

In the light of all the facts, try to take a
bird's-eye view of Asia, Europe and America.
Contrast on broad lines the wealthy West with
the needy East. Eecall the fact that our own
civilization is missionary in its origin, and that
we have received its great foundation principles
of life as a sacred trust and obligation. Try to
grasp with sympathy the true greatness of a
nation like Japan; the mighty possibilities of
the Republic of China, embracing a quarter of
the whole human race ; and the winsome appeal
of India, with its wealth of affection, its capacity
for friendship, its deep mysticism and religious
consciousness. In the light of these mighty